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I. Introduction 
 

READ:  Mat 18:1-6 
 

 Responsibilities: that’s what 1Corinthians chapter 8 is about…and really, that’s what the 
Christian walk is all about! 
  
 As Christians, we are to be thinking of others and not ourselves…we are to serve others and 
by doing so, we are serving the Lord. 
  
 Paul is going to continue to speak to us about our responsibilities in chapter 8…he moved us 
from a posture of correction in chapters 1-6: 
  
 To chapter 7 where he began instructing us…or directing us:  and in dealing with the issue of 
whether it was more spiritual to be married or single, Paul began to speak to us and show us our 
RESPONSIBILITIES in marriage. 
  
 In speaking of the intimate relationship between a man and a woman in marriage, Paul spoke 
to the responsibilities of each spouse to ensure they were not stumbling their spouse through 
withholding the regular (Greek means “habitual”) intimate relations that are needed to keep 
each other (Prov 5 says) “satiated”.   
  
 Paul even went on to say this is so important that a person does not have authority over their 
own bodies, but their spouse does. 
  
 This concept of responsibility carries into many areas of our lives…we have the responsibility 
to work as unto the Lord, to love as the Lord loves us, to abide in the True Vine, to live as a 
sacrifice to the Lord, and to walk in submission to the Lord. 
  
 Today, Paul will address our responsibility to not stumble a “weaker” (meaning more 
immature) brother!    
 
 Col 1:10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto “all pleasing”, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

 
 1Co 6:20 For ye are bought with a price:  therefore, glorify God in your body, and in your 
spirit, which are God's. 

 
 If we want to please the Lord…we will “step up” embrace our responsibilities! 
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II. Love Edifies 
 

A. Knowledge & Pride 
 

1Co 8:1-2 Now concerning things offered to idols: {this is probably going back to the beginning 
of chapter 7 where Paul says he’s responding to the letter they wrote…} We know that we all 
have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.  2 And if anyone thinks that he knows 
anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know. 

 
 Pride is an insidious sin that creeps into our lives…we must take care to not think more 

highly of ourselves than we ought – knowledge has a way of making us prideful…but our 
focus must always be seeking to love others the way Jesus loves us. 
  

 1Co 13:1-2 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have 
become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.  2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could 
remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

  
 Just because a person knows the Bible, doesn’t mean they are something great…Satan 

know the Bible (probably) better than we do. 
 

 And how are we to love – we are to edify:  this means our goal should always be to build 
others up in the faith! 

 
 Jud 1:20-21 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the 

Holy Ghost, 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life. 

 
 Paul is leading us towards understanding that our Christian liberty is freeing BUT…it also 

carries the great responsibility of ensuring we are loving in our liberty. 
  

 We should never take the attitude that we know more than someone else and that makes 
us better, more spiritual, or more mature. 
  

 Rather, the real truth of gaining knowledge should be that we realize how much we still 
don’t know…the old saying, “The more you know, the more you know how much you 
don’t know”. 

 
B. Loving God 
 

1Co 8:3 But if anyone loves God, this one is known by Him. 
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 Joh 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another.  35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another." 

 
 If we love, we will seek other’s best – we will seek to build them up and not tear them 

down. 
  

 And…if we truly love as Jesus loves us, the world will notice!  Remember, love is patient, 
kind, and not boastful – love is sacrificial and unconditional. 

 
C. God Knows His Own 
 

 And we can be encouraged by the second half of verse 3:  1Co 8:3 But if anyone loves God, 
this one is known by Him. 
  

 The Father in Heaven knows us – each of us individually! 
 

 2Ti 2:19a Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his. 
  

 Joh 10:14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 
 

 Joh 14:21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and 
he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself 
to him. 

 
 

III. Stumbled by Idols 
 

A. Idols 
 

1Co 8:4-5 As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are offered in sacrifice unto 
idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none other God but one.  5 
For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods 
many, and lords many,) 
 
 Here Paul tells us that these little statues and such that people call (g)ods…are nothing! 

  
 Isa 44:14-17 He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he 

strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain 
doth nourish it.  15 Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm 
himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he 
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maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto.  16 He burneth part thereof in the fire; 
with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth 
himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire:  17 And the residue thereof he 
maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and 
prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god.   
 

B. There is ONE GOD 
 
1Co 8:6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and 
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. 

 Mar 12:28-29 And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and 
perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of 
all?  29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The 
Lord our God is one Lord: 
 

 Joh 10:24-30 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou 
make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.  25 Jesus answered them, I told you, 
and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.  26 
But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you.  27 My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:  28 And I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  29 My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father's hand.  30 I and my Father are one. 
 

 1Jn 5:7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost: and these three are one. 
 

C. Ignorance 
 
1Co 8:7-8 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the 
idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is 
defiled.  8 But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; 
neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. 

 1Ti 4:1-5 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in 
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 3 Forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with 
thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is good, 
and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving: 5 For it is sanctified by the 
word of God and prayer. 
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 Mat 15:17-20 Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth 

into the belly, and is cast out into the draught?  18 But those things which proceed out of 
the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.  19 For out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:  
20 These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a 
man. 
 
 

IV. Take Heed 
 

1Co 8:9-13 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to 
them that are weak.  10 For if any man sees thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's 
temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which 
are offered to idols; 11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ 
died?  12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin 
against Christ.  13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the 
world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. 

 
A. Liberty 

 
 1Co 10:23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful 

for me, but all things edify not. 
 

 1Pe 2:16 As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the 
servants of God. 
 

 Gal 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an 
occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 
 

 1Co 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God. 

 
 Examples?  …eating, movies, music, beaches, bars/alcohol, TV, etc. 

 
B. Being Like Jesus 

 
 Rom 15:1-3 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 

please ourselves.  2 Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good to edification.  3 
For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, “The reproaches of them that 
reproached thee fell on me.” 
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 Rather than causing our brother to stumble and thereby sinning against him…we are to 
take great care to love them in a way that their faith (although weak) might be built up. 
 

 
V. Conclusion 
 

Walking by faith and pleasing the Lord go hand in hand with obeying the Word of God to accept 
and keep the responsibilities the Lord gives us… 
 
1Co 4:2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 

 
 


