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I. Introduction 
 

READ:  1Pe 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 
 
 We have been learning that we must learn to live intentionally! 

  
 We must intentionally “PLAN” to serve Christ each and every day!  …through abiding, serving and 

sharing our Faith. 
  

 This week…Paul shows us additional tools we can use, as the Spirit provides them, to serve the 
body of Christ, to edify the body of Christ and then…how important we are to the body of Christ! 
 
 

II. The Gifts of the Spirit 
 

A. Spiritual Gifts 
 
1Co 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 
 
 Paul begins with an interesting statement…one of the areas where the greatest ignorance 

exists today in the church is in the area of spiritual gifts. 
 

 Within the Pentecostal churches there is often abuse of the gifts of the Spirit because of 
ignorance of their true operation within the church.  
  

 On the other side of the fence, many fundamentalist churches ignorantly dismiss the gifts of 
the Spirit to another age and don’t believe in their validity for the church today. 
 

 So, where Paul says, "I would not have you to be ignorant," it’s for today, too. 
 

 But then he goes on and speaks to a couple of misconceptions that must have been going 
around the church… 
 

1Co 12:2-3 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were 
led.  3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus 
accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 

 
 Some people are afraid of letting go and allowing God to work in them. They are afraid that 

they might be opening themselves up to something strange, like demons. 
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B. Profiting the Body 
 

1Co 12:4-7 Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5 And there are differences of 
administrations, but the same Lord.  6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same 
God which worketh all in all.  7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit 
withal. 

 
 A "gift" is just that, a gift from God. A spiritual gift is an ability to do something that you 

wouldn’t ordinarily be able to do apart from the working of the Holy Spirit.  Our Father loves 
unity in the Body of Christ! 
  

 The "administration" is how a gift is used. It’s the ministry in which you operate your gift. 
  

 The "operation" is the "effect"; it’s the result of what happens as you do your ministry. 
  

 Note:  the Trinity is spoken of here in this passage (vs. 4-6) 
  

 The "bottom line” is that the gifts are to profitable to all. 
 

 Notice verse 7…the “manifestation of the Spirit” – this is the special empowering by the Spirit 
in giving these gifts – this is what we call the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 Jesus says in Luke 11:9-13 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 

find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.  10 For every one that asks receiveth; and he that 
seeketh finds; and to him that knocks, it shall be opened.  11 If a son shall ask bread of any of 
you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he asks a fish, will he for a fish give him a 
serpent?  12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  13 If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 

 
 Act 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 

 
 God will empower us with His Spirit is we ask…The coming upon, from Acts 1:8, is the 

anointing or baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
  

o The Holy Spirit has 3 positions in the world –  
 

▪ He is “with” the unbeliever convicting of sin and wooing them to Christ. 
▪ He is “in” the believer upon salvation as we are the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
▪ He is “upon” those who ask for His anointing power for ministry. 
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o 2Ti 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 

sound mind. 
 

o Here, power in the Greek is “dunamis” – it’s the same word used in Acts 1:8 and is the 
dynamic power to go over and above and comes through the baptism of the spirit. 

 
C.   The Gifts 

 
1Co 12:8-11 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of 
knowledge by the same Spirit;  9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing 
by the same Spirit;  10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another 
discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:  
11  But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he 
will. 
 
 word of wisdom – a supernaturally correct solution to a sticky situation. 

 
 Jesus was confronted by the Pharisees about whether or not to pay taxes to Rome. 

 
 Mat 22:18-21 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 

19 Show me the tribute money. And they brought unto him a penny. 20 And he saith unto 
them, Whose is this image and superscription? 21 They say unto him, Caesar’s. Then saith he 
unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the 
things that are God’s. 
 

 word of knowledge – the special knowledge of persons, places, or things that you didn’t 
acquire by natural means. 
 

 John 4:16-19 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 17 The woman 
answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no 
husband: 18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: 
in that saidst thou truly. 19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 
 

 faith – because of the context here, I believe this is a special kind of faith, the ability to trust 
God for something incredible, something extraordinary. Like when Peter saw the cripple man 
and reached out and lifted him to his feet (Acts 3). 
 

 gifts of healing – the words are plural here and may not refer just to a person who has the 
ability to bring healing to others, but may in fact refer to the healing that each person 
receives. 
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 miracles – to see God perform some supernatural phenomena. Jesus healed, walked on 
water,fed five thousand, etc. 
 

 prophecy – to be a spokesman for God. This may involve telling the future, but only because 
God knows the future. 
 

 discerning of spirits – to be able to tell if something is from the Lord or not. I believe this also 
may involve knowing about a person’s motives or attitude. When Philip was leading a revival 
in Samaria, a former sorcerer named Simon came to know the Lord and wanted the anointing 
power for selfish reasons…and the Apostle Peter said, 
 

 Acts 8:23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 
 

 tongues – the ability to speak in a language that you did not know by ordinary means. The 
language may be human or angelic (1Cor. 13:1). 
 

 interpretation – not to "translate" an unknown tongue, but to give the meaning.  An 
"interpretation" may not be the same length as the tongue. Its emphasis is not to translate, 
but to give the understanding. 
 

 The key:  it is the Holy Spirit’s job to give gifts as He desires, to whom He desires, and when 
He desires because He knows what we need for the edification of the body of Christ. 

 
 

III. The Body of Christ 
 
A. Spirit Baptism 
 

1Co 12:12-13 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.  13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to 
drink into one Spirit. 
 
 Some have confused this with the "baptism with the Holy Spirit".  Here the context of the 

subject is the unity of the body and this is not talking about the baptism of the spirit for the 
power and the gifts of the spirit.  
 

 As we look at this we must go back to what John the Baptist said, (Mat 3:11 KJV) I indeed 
baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 
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 Compare this verse with 1Cor. 12:13. Compare "who" does the baptizing and into "what" a 
person is baptizing.  In the Matt 3:11 passage, Jesus does the immersing, and we are 
immersed in the Holy Spirit. 
 

 With the baptism here in 1Cor. 12:13, it’s the Spirit that does the immersing, and He 
immerses us into the Body of Christ.   This "baptism by the Spirit" takes place when we become 
believers. The Holy Spirit comes and dwells inside us and we now become a part of the "body", 
the church. 
  

B. Diversity in the Body 
 

1Co 12:14-18 For the body is not one member, but many.  15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not 
the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?  16 And if the ear shall say, Because 
I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?  17 If the whole body were 
an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?  18 But now 
hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.   
 
 We don’t all have the same gifts or talents…but we are still important to the body and should 

step up and take our place where GOD has put us! 
  

 (v. 18) But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased 
him.   
  

 (v. 18) But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased 
him.  Our place in the body is totally about what God wants!  It is HIS sovereign loving hand 
that places us together in the way that pleases Him… 
 

C. Our Value to the Body 
 
1Co 12:19-26 And if they were all one member, where were the body?  20 But now are they many 
members, yet but one body.  21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor 
again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.  22 Nay, much more those members of the body, 
which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:  23 And those members of the body, which we think 
to be less honorable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have 
more abundant comeliness.  24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the 
body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:  25 That there 
should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.  
26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honored, all 
the members rejoice with it.  
 
 The body is made up of many parts. This is to be a picture of the church. 
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 We need each other’s differences.  We need to learn to take advantage of the fact that we’re 
all different.  

 
 (Look at v.25) That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have 

the same care one for another.  26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer 
with it; or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it.  
  

 Paul’s letter to the Romans echoed this…we should weep with those who mourn and rejoice 
with those who are rejoicing! 
  

D. Our Roles in the Body 
 

1Co 12:27-28 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.  28 And God hath set some 
in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.   

 
 (v. 27-28) Paul brings in gifts from Ephesians 4 as well as this chapter to set an order of 

priority of the ministries in the church. Those who want to exalt the gift of tongues ought to 
be careful here. Tongues are wonderful and very beneficial, but keep in mind…it’s at the end 
of the list. 
  

1Co 12:29-30 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?  30 
Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 
  
 (v. 29-30) In the Greek, Paul is asking a rhetorical question that demands a "no" answer. It’s 

the obvious answer. It’ s not because the Corinthian church was carnal that everyone didn’t 
speak with tongues, it’s because God gives gifts to whomever He wants. 
  

 This passage also flies in the face of those who say you aren’t saved if you can’t speak in 
tongues… 
  
 

IV. Conclusion 
 
Paul concludes this chapter and leads us to the next : 
 

1Co 12:31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 
 
 The More Excellent Way, we will find out next time, is Agape (Love) – His love. 

 


