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I. Introduction 
 

READ:  2Ti 2:19-21  
 
 We have looked at the exhortation: 

  
1Co 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 

 
 We saw that we were called to “make a decision” as to “WHO” we are going to serve…God or 

Satan? (1Co 10:21)  
 

 And, we have been learning that we must learn to live intentionally! 
  

 As Disciples must intentionally “PLAN” to serve Christ each and every day!  …through abiding, 
fellowshipping, serving and sharing our Faith. 

 
 In fact, the fundamental practices of the Christian faith are Prayer and reading the Bible (as 

abiding), fellowship, & witnessing. 
  

 This week…Paul identifies the selfishness in the Corinthian church and tells us how to deal with 
it! 
 
 

II. Pride 
 

A. Division 
  
1Co 11:17-19 Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the 
better, but for the worse.  18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there 
be divisions among you; and I partly believe it.  19 For there must be also heresies among you that 
they which are approved may be made manifest among you. 
 
 “Divisions” means there is contention in the church at Corinth. 

  
 Pro 13:10 Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.  

  
 Pro 6:16-19 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:  17 

A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that deviseth 
wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19 A false witness that speaketh 
lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. 
  

 Our Father hates the discord that brings divisions! 
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B. The Opposite of Division: Unity 

 
 Eph 4:1-6 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 

wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; 3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4 There is 
one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 
  

 Psa 133:1-3 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  2 
It is like the precious ointment upon the head that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 3 as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew 
that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even 
life for evermore. 
 

 Our Father loves Unity in the Body of Christ! 
 

   
III. Selfishness vs. Selflessness 

 
A. Selfishness: “Getting Mine” 
 

1Co 11:20-22 When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.  
21 For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is 
drunken.  22 What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and 
shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not. 
 
 Those who have are showing up and eating and drinking before those who have not…their 

real motive is not that they are coming for communion – rather they are coming to indulge 
themselves! 
  

 They are stuffing themselves and getting drunk on the communion wine while others have 
nothing to eat and are hungry as a result! 
  

 Our attitude should be such that we are looking to minister and serve those who have less… 
 

 Mar 10:42-45 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they which are 
accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise 
authority upon them.  43 But so shall it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among 
you, shall be your minister:  44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of 
all.  45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many. 
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B. Selflessness: “Giving His All” 

 
1Co 11:23-27 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord 
Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:  24 And when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of 
me.  25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, this cup is the 
new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.  26 For as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.  27 Wherefore 
whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the 
body and blood of the Lord. 
 
 Jesus is our example of selflessness and servanthood:  He went through torture, humiliation 

and death for us… 
  

 He allowed His body to be broken, scourged, & beaten for us! 
  

 He allowed His life blood to be drained out of His body that we might have eternal life! 
  

 Rom 5:7-9 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die.  8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him. 
  

 THEREFORE:  1Jn 1:7-10 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.  8 If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  9 If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10 If we say 
that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  Repentance is required. 
 

C. What this “New Covenant” means to us: 
 
 Mat 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 

destroy, but to fulfil. 
 

 Jer 31:31-34 {and echoed in Hebrews chapter 8} Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:  32 Not 
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them, saith the LORD:  33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.  34 And they shall 
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teach no more every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 
 

 Luk 22:20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you. 

 
 Heb 9:11-15 But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and 

more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; 12 Neither by 
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us.  13 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:  14 How much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to 
God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  15 And for this cause he 
is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the 
promise of eternal inheritance. 
 

 Heb 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation. 

 
 Heb 10:9-14 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he 

may establish the second.  10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all.  11 And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering 
oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:  12 But this man, after he had 
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God; 13 From henceforth 
expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.  14 For by one offering he hath perfected 
forever them that are sanctified. 
  

 Eph 2:11-22 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are 
called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 
That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  13 
But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  14 
For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so 
making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having 
slain the enmity thereby:  17 And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to 
them that were nigh.  18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
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prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly 
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  22 In whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

  
 Tit 2:11-14 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  12  Teaching 

us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world;  13  Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;  14  Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

 
 

IV. Examine Ourselves 
 
A. Our Worthiness 
 

1Co 11:28-32 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 
cup.  29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord's body.  30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many 
sleep.  31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  32 But when we are judged, 
we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world. 
 
 We can never be worthy of Christ’s death… 

  
 But, we can come to the table repentant, humble and reverent – thinking of and putting 

others ahead of ourselves (and not just at the communion table). 
  

 If we come flippantly, we are not discerning the Lord’s body and may encounter the Lord’s 
chastising hand on our lives until we humble ourselves and repent. 

 
B. “Others” First 
 

1Co 11:33-34 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.  34 
And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not together unto condemnation. And 
the rest will I set in order when I come. 
 
 WHEREFORE, wait for the others, put others first and look out for other’s needs before your 

own! 
 

 Php 2:3-4 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves.  4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others. 
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V. Conclusion 

 
I heard Gayle Erwin tell a story, one time, about General William Booth (who started the Salvation 
Army):  that near the end of his life he wanted to send a telegram to a convention that he could not 
attend.  He wrote out a message and sent it off with a courier who came back saying it cost more 
than they had, shortened the msg and repeat… 
 
How much can I send?  → One word… “Others” {Show the bumper sticker!} 
 
1Co 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 


