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I. Introduction 
 

READ:  1Cor 10:31-11:1 
 
 Last week we had the exhortation: 

 
 1Co 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

 
 (And) We saw that we are called to make a decision:  1Co 10:21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the 

Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 
 
 These concepts teach us that  we must learn the discipline of living intentionally!”  We MUST NOT 

just “survive”, but THRIVE in Jesus!  
 

 And, in fact, v. 1 actually goes with the end of chapter  10’s thought:  1Co 11:1 Be ye followers of 
me, even as I also am of Christ. 
 

 Therefore, we must “PLAN” to serve Christ each and every day!  We need to intentionally ABIDE 
in Christ, we must intentionally SERVE the body of Christ, and we must intentionally SHARE the 
love of Christ! 
  

 This week…Paul will teach us timeless truths as he shows us His divine order for our lives… 
 
 

II. Subjection 
 

A. The Divine Order 
  
1Co 11:2-3 Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, 
as I delivered them to you.  3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and 
the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. 

 
 The “BUT”, the opposite of what he just said is to lead us into an area needing attention and 

he’ll get us there through instruction. 
  

 Paul starts by showing that each of us have a head – that there is someone we are 
responsible to…even Christ! 
  
o That Christ has a head does not diminish His deity, however.  He is still an equal on the 

plane with the Father and the Holy Spirit – He just walks in a different “ROLE”. 
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o Php 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  6 Who, being in the form 
of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  7 But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  8 And 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross. 

 
o Jesus made the choice to place Himself in subjection and come to the earth in the form of 

a man… 
  

o Heb 5:8-9 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; 
9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him; 

 
 The point here is that man and woman each have a head that we are called to submit to and 

that we must understand and live under that headship which is God’s divine order and plan. 
  

 Women’s libbers don’t like this too much – but it IS NOT saying that women are inferior to 
men, just that they must answer to and follow the leadership of their husband. 
  

 Christ is NOT inferior to God the Father…they are equals.  Wives are equal in value and worth 
to men in God’s eyes…but they have different roles. 
  
o Gen 2:18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 

him an help meet for him. 
  

o This means she is a “co-responder” or “completer” to the man. 
  

o Wives are called to be the helper and completer that so that they can fulfill their God 
given ministry and calling in life. 
  

o Women may be saying, “What about my calling?”  Here we find that a wife’s first ministry 
is always to her husband and his needs and the support that he requires to enable and 
empower him to fulfill God’s vision and calling for him and his family. 
 

o Think about some of the dynamic duos in our world…Adam and Eve, Batman and Robin, 
Laurel and Hardy and Andy and Barney – similarly, Men need their wives so that they can 
fulfill their God given calling in life.  Guys, where would we be without our wives? 
  

o Remember, women are of equal value…they simply walk in different roles:  1Pet 3:7 says 
that husbands and wives are co-heirs of the grace of life! 
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B. Honoring Our “Head” 
 
After laying our God’s chain of command – His hierarchy for the world…Paul speaks to each of us: 
 
 In Speaking of the MAN: Paul now addresses a cultural issue in Corinth…and says in (v.4) 

“Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonoureth his head(ship)”. 
 
 1Co 11:7a tells us why:  For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the 

image and glory of God: 
  

 By a man covering his head when he prays or prophesies…he is essentially in rebellion to his 
“TRUE HEAD” Jesus because he is putting a barrier between them. 
  

 But in Speaking of the WOMAN: 1Co 11:5-7 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with 
her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven.  6 For 
if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be 
shorn or shaven, let her be covered.  7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, 
forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. 
 

 To really understand this, we must realize there is an underlying cultural issue at hand…Every 
night in Corinth over 1000 temple prostitutes from the temple of Aphrodite would come 
down and ply their wares…and they would be recognized by their hair cut very short or 
shaved.  Thus, the men looking for them would simply look for a woman with no head 
covering and hair of this sort…culturally they were demonstrating they were available for the 
taking. 
 

 Therefore, in Corinth, a Christian woman showing up at church with no head covering or very 
short hair was looking like the temple prostitutes and thereby dishonoring their husbands. 
  

 A comparison for today would be for a wife to take off her wedding ring and refuse to wear 
it…it would dishonor the husband because she was then saying, in rebellion, I have NO 
head…I am not walking in submission and, by the way, I’m available!  

 
C. What’s the Big Deal? 

 
1Co 11:7-9 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of 
God: but the woman is the glory of the man.  8 For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of 
the man.  9 Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man. 
 
 Why is he going into this in detail?  Because, in the beginning, God created man FIRST.  And 

the woman was then created afterwards for the man. 
  



Calvary Chapel on the Horizon 
September 11, 2022 

1Corinthians chapter 11:1-16 “The Divine Order” 
 

Jim Brown   Page 4 
 

o Time?  Read Gen 2:20-25 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and 
to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.  21 And 
the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his 
ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken 
from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.  23 And Adam said, This is 
now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was 
taken out of Man.  24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.  25 And they were both naked, the man 
and his wife, and were not ashamed. 

 
 One of the problems in our society…is that these roles have been flipped upside down!  

 
 Look at how men are characterized in Hollywood as “BUFFOONS”!  Examples like Tim the 

toolman, Homer Simpson, According to Jim and many more. 
  

 What happened to “Andy Griffith”, “The Waltons”, “Leave it to Beaver” and those shows that 
portrayed men as husbands who led their families? 
  

 And yet…this is God’s heart!  The woman was made for the man and is to be treated with 
equality of worth yet she is to walk with RESPECT towards her husband in a role of 
submission and support! 
  

 Therefore, if we are going to live intentionally for Jesus, if we are going to intentionally abide 
in Christ by living according to the Bible – Christian families are called to embrace God’s order 
and not the worlds! 
   

 Colossians gives a great summary:  Col 3:18-21 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.  19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.  
20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.  21 Fathers, 
provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged. 

 
   

III. Our Example to Creation 
 
A. The Angels 
 

1Co 11:10-12 For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels.  
11 Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in 
the Lord.  12 For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all things 
of God. 
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 Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs 
of salvation? 
 

 Eph 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 
 

 1Co 4:9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: 
for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. 

 
 1Pe 1:12 Unto whom it (speaking of the gospel) was revealed, that not unto themselves, but 

unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have 
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the 
angels desire to look into. 

 
 The bottom line is that God has set forth a divine order that the Angels even see and follow.  

  
B. The Public 

 
1Co 11:13-16 Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered?  14 Doth 
not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?  15 But if a 
woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.  16 But if any man 
seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God. 
 
 Paul turns to the idea of common sense…does it seem decent and in order that a woman 

doesn’t wear her wedding ring or dress & act in a way that she shows disrespect or rebellion 
towards her husband? 
  

 Isn’t it a shame to see a guy with hair that makes him look like a woman…or a woman to have 
her hair cut so short that she looks like a man? 
  

 A woman’s long hair is the covering that honors her husband and she doesn’t have to wear a 
head covering that is different…Paul is saying that God has provided what the woman needs. 
  

 BUT!  If anyone is contentious about this…grace! 
 

  
IV. The Goal of Our Example 

 
 Eph 5:31-33 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his 

wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and 
the church.  33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and 
the wife see that she reverence her husband. 
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 A married couple should be seeking to represent and glorify Christ and His church to the world. 

  
 Watching a marriage that is out of order represents the idea that the church does not need to 

operate in order. 
  

 Watching a marriage in rebellion gives the idea that the church can walk in rebellion to Christ 
and be OK. 
  
 

V. Conclusion 
 
 And so, we conclude, even as we opened this morning:   

 
 1Co 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

 
 1Co 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 


