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I. Introduction 
 

READ:  2Co 10:3-6 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:  4 (For the weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 6 And having in a readiness to revenge 
all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.   

 
 As Christians, we are to be thinking of others and not ourselves…we are to serve others and by 
doing so, we are serving the Lord. 
  

o Php 2:3-4 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem others better than himself.  4 Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others. 
  

o 1Co 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

  
 In chapter 7 Paul spoke to us of our responsibility to think of our spouses before ourselves and to 

please them and protect them from stumbling in lust. 
 

 Paul taught us in chapter 8 about the responsibility we have regarding our Christian liberties and 
to take great care that we do not stumble a weaker person in the faith. 
 

 In chapter 9, Paul spoke about giving up his rights that he might win people to Christ and then 
told us that he keeps himself in subjection to Christ so he doesn’t stumble and fall. 
 

 So far in chapter 10, Paul showed us the Israelites and their mistakes and the fact that they were 
both rebellious and in Idolatry.  We saw that: 
o Faithlessness is Rebellion. 
o Lusting is Rebellion.  
o Idolatry is Rebellion. 
o Sexual Immorality is Rebellion. 
o Complaining is Rebellion. 

 
 And then we finished the section last week with verse 14: 

 
o 1Co 10:14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.   
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II. Be Wise 
 

1Co 10:15-22 I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say.  16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it 
not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ? 17 For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one 
bread.  18 Behold Israel after the flesh: are not they which eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar?  
19 What say I then? that the idol is anything, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is anything?  
20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I 
would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.  21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the 
cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.  22 Do we provoke 
the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he? 

 
A. Communion 
 

 communion – koinonia – fellowship, association, community, communion, joint participation 
 

 The eastern world has a concept that when you ate a meal with someone, there was a sense in 
which you were becoming one with them, each sharing from the same food. You ate of the 
same food, were nourished by the same food and thus you had a “Oneness” with them.  This 
is why the Jews did not want to eat with Gentiles. They didn’t want to share with Gentiles. 

 
B. Communion with Christ 

 
 We have fellowship and community with Christ when we take communion.  It is NOT, 

however, the bread turning into Christ’s body, nor is the juice turning into His blood which 
the Catholics and some Orthodox believe. 
 

 A metaphor claims that one thing is another thing - different from a simile, which is an 
explicit comparison using the word like or as. However, it’s understood that, when metaphor 
is employed, the two entities are not literally the same. 
  

 The bread and the cup are metaphorical to the body and blood…similarly to when Jesus said 
He is the bread of life, the door of the sheepgate, the light of the world and so on… 
 

 Paul says that Christians share in Christ’s body and blood by eating the communion meal in 
the same way that an Israelite eating the meat of a sacrifice shares in the altar. 

 
 Note that Paul does not say that we share in Christ’s body the way the Israelite shares in the 

lamb, but rather that we share in Christ’s body in the way that the Israelite shares in the 
altar.  
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 The meat the Israelite eats connects him to what happened on the altar, but the meat is not 
the altar. An Israelite does not go home and eat pieces of the altar.  

 
 In this passage, Paul doesn’t compare the body of Christ to the sacrifice itself, which the 

Israelite eats, but to the altar, which the Israelite does not eat. The altar is not literally 
present when the Israelite is eating. The Israelite shares in the altar by extension through 
eating the sacrifice, which is not itself the altar. 

 
 Paul goes on to speak of those who eat food sacrificed to idols which is what this passage is 

really addressing. 
 

 Paul warns such men not to become “sharers in demons.” The issue is not sharing in the 
sacrifice, or even in the idol, but rather sharing in demons. The sacrifice is not in any sense 
the body of a demon. Neither is the idol.  

 
 “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table 

of the Lord and the table of demons,” (1 Corinthians 10:21). 
 

 When we actually follow Paul’s argument, it makes no sense if Paul is saying that the bread 
and cup are sacred because they are, in fact, the literal flesh and blood of Jesus’ human body, 
because then there is no comparison between sharing in Christ’s body by eating the actual 
flesh of that body and supposedly sharing in demons by eating animal flesh that is just animal 
flesh and has nothing to do with the actual demon. Paul’s point only follows if the bread and 
wine are not literally the physical flesh and blood of Jesus. Only then is there any real analogy 
to be made between the Lord’s Supper as the table of Christ and idolatry as the table of 
demons. 
 

 As well, chapter 11 will tell us that we simply break the bread and drink of the cup “In 
Remembrance of Christ” and we find fellowship with one another and identification with 
Him. 

 
C. Idol Worship 

 
1Co 10:20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to 
God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. 

 
 Though there are no other gods except ours, there is a real spiritual presence in idolatry.  

 
 But behind the idols are real demons.  This is NOT to say that Christians can be possessed, but 

there can be some ways in which a Christian opens the door to demonic activity, influences & 
oppression in their life that doesn’t belong there. 
  

https://carm.org/topic-demons/
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Cor%2010.21
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 1 John 4:4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is 
in you, than he that is in the world. 
  

 What activities lead to this in our culture? 
 

o Harry Potter / Witchcraft / Drug use /Sorcery / Ouija boards / Demonic movies / cutting  
  
   

III. “All In” 
 
A. Two Masters 
 

1Co 10:21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the 
Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 

 
 Mat 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or 

else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
 

 Mat 7:21-27 Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  22 Many will say to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  23 And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  24 Therefore whosoever heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a 
rock:  25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.  26 And every one that heareth these 
sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house 
upon the sand:  27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.  
 

B. It’s Lawful… 
 
1Co 10:22-23 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?  23 All things are 
lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not. 
 
 All things are lawful…BUT, Not all things push me forward towards Jesus or help me grow in 

the faith. 
  

 1Co 9:24-27 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? 
Run in such a way that you may obtain it.  25 And everyone who competes for the prize is 
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable 
crown.  26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus, I fight: not as one who beats the air.  
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27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should become disqualified. 

 
 

IV. The Earth is the Lord’s 
 
A. Let No Man Seek His Own 

 
1Co 10:24 Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth. 
 
 Php 2:3-8 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 

esteem other better than themselves.  4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man 
also on the things of others.  5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  6 Who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  7 But made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross. 
 

B. Give No Offense 
 
1Co 10:25-33 Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question for conscience sake:  
26 For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.  27 If any of them that believe not bid you to 
a feast, and ye be disposed to go; whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking no question for 
conscience sake.  28 But if any man says unto you, this is offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for 
his sake that shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof:  
29 Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is my liberty judged of another man's 
conscience?  30 For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of for that for which I give 
thanks?  31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  32 
Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:  33 Even as I 
please all men in all things, not seeking mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be 
saved. 
 
 The goal is to glorify God and lead others to Christ…that they may be saved. 

 
 What idols do we have in our lives that bring into question our walk with Christ? 

  
o Weight, hair, clothes  
o Cars, TV, books, homes 
o Hobbies, abilities, alcohol, drugs 
o Money, job, position, power, & prestige 

  
 What public interests do we support that may cause someone to stumble: 
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▪ Organizations that push the LGBTQ+ Agenda. 
▪ Organizations that push for Abortion rights. 
▪ Organizations that support Palestine as they are against Israel 
▪ Organizations that push the social justice movement over Christ. 

 
 How about Religious Movements? 

▪ Self-Esteem movement …Oprah, Joel Osteen, etc. 
▪ Health and Wealth gospel…also Joel Osteen, Kenneth Copeland, TD Jakes, etc. 
▪ “New Reformation” movement (which is Calvinism), or the gospel without Jesus 
▪ General hereticks such as Les Feldick and those who teaching contradicts the Bible. 

 
 

V. Conclusion 
 
 Rev 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let 

him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 
  

 Do our lives reflect Jesus to the world? 


