
Calvary Chapel on the Horizon 
May 15, 2022 

Romans chapter 13 “Love One Another” 
 

Jim Brown  Page 1 
 

I. Introduction 
 
Read:  Romans 12:1-2 
 
 We’re looking at living Biblically…not just existing, but living the way the Bible says we 

should…living the way GOD SAYS WE SHOULD.  Following God’s Heart for our lives! 
 

 Living as a continuous sacrifice to God – not conforming to this world but allowing the continual 
transformation that God wants to do in our lives! 
  

 Last week we looked at chapter 12 and the need for humility, the use of the service gifts and how 
we are part of the body of Christ and as such, we should actively plug in and serve! 
  

 We concluded by looking at the promise of Sacrifice as part of our Christian walk…and how 
despite our treatment, we should seek to bless with the hope that others may come to Christ as 
they see HIS GOODNESS (Rom 2:4). 
  

 This week, we will look at the directives to submit to the civil authority, love one another and to 
always be prepared for Rapture – the coming of the Lord for His bride! 
 
 

II. Submit to Authority 
 

A. Civil Authority 
 
Rom 13:1-4 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God.  2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.  3 For rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is 
good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:  4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But 
if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of 
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 

 
 To be subject means that we are to place ourselves in submission unto the civil authority. 

  
 Why?  …because God has ordained it!   To be a “Living Sacrifice” means that we do what God 

says…and He says to submit! 
  

 Peter echoed this sentiment in his first epistle: 
  
o 1Pe 2:13-17 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be 

to the king, as supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the 
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punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.  15 For so is the will of 
God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men:  16 As free, 
and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.  17 
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 
 

 Peter embellishes upon the “WHY”: so that the lost world might see our “good works” and 
glorify God! 
  

 So, for “conscience sake” – we must be focused on the question, “Am I glorifying God through 
my submission?” 
  

 This then leads us to the next thought from Paul… 
 

B. Taxes 
  
Rom 13:5-7 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.  
6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this 
very thing.  7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom 
custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour. 

 
 Having to pay our taxes is NOT really what we were hoping for from Paul…our flesh hates 

paying the government!  Inflation is taking money out of our pockets already and then to pay 
taxes to our government is insulting…yet: 
  

 Jesus set the precedent in this topic, however…Remember, it’s about glorifying God! 
 

 JESUS: Mat 17:24-27 And when they were come to Capernaum, they that received tribute 
money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute?  25 He saith, Yes. And when 
he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom 
do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers?  26 
Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto him, Then are the children free.  27 
Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up 
the fish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece of 
money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee. 
 

 Mat 22:21b …Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the 
things that are God's. 
 

C. The Exception 
 

The story of Nebuchadnezzar – and the 70’ statue and the requirement to bow down to it… 
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Dan 3:16-18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.  17 If it be so, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O 
king.  18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up. 

 
 If what the civil authority calls you to do is sin and does NOT glorify our Father in Heaven, 

Jesus His Son or the Holy Ghost, we do not have to do it! 
 

 Peter said the same thing in Acts 4:  Act 4:18-20 And they called them, and commanded them 
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.  19 But Peter and John answered and said 
unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, 
judge ye.  20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard. 
 

 So, if for conscience sake, we know our actions will not glorify God…then we MUST NOT do 
them. 

 
 

III. Love One Another 
 

A. Our Only Debt 
 
Rom 13:8 Owe no man anything, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled 
the law. 
 
 Paul Segway’s off of the taxes and government submission idea to the heart of the issue: 

  
 We are not to be in “love” debt to people – we are to act and show love to all people at all 

times. 
 

 We see here that we OWE LOVE to everyone.  We are never paid in full. 
  

 And this ties back to Rom 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in 
honour preferring one another; (literally, in the Greek, this means we should be trying to out 
do one another in showing honor and love). 

 
 And this verse cross references to Php 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but 

in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 
 

 Showing love, honor and preference implies that we will show respect for one another.  
Remember, that we have no rights…but we certainly have responsibilities as Christians. 
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B. Love Fulfills the Law 
 
Rom 13:9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is 
briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
 
 For those of us who want to please our Lord, we see that LOVE also fulfills the law…if I am 

loving I won’t: 
 

1) murder my neighbor, 2) lie to my neighbor,  
3) commit adultery with my neighbor, 4) Steal from my neighbor, etc. 

  
 If I focus on grace and love…the grace I’ve been given and the love I’ve been shown by Jesus 

on the cross – then I will naturally desire to show love to others! 
  

C. Love Works No Ill 
 
Rom 13:10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
 Remember, love is a verb – it is an action and NOT a feeling!  Love doesn’t bring harm, rather 

it is full of grace and seeks the other’s betterment! 
 

IV. Put on Jesus 
 

A. Stay Awake! 
 
Rom 13:11 And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed. 
 
 Knowing that our salvation is near…our lives should have a biblical focus! 
  
1. WALK IN LOVE 

 
Eph 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour. 

 
2. WALK CIRCUMSPECTLY 

 
Psa 90:12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

 
Eph 5:15-18 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16 Redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil.  17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the 
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will of the Lord is.  18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit; 
 

3. Be Witnesses 
 
 Act 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 

be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. 

 
 Luk 19:13b …Occupy till I come. 

 
B. Walk in the Light 
 

Rom 13:12-13 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.  13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting 
and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. 

 
 Here we are told that since the day of our salvation is soon approaching, we need to walk 

uprightly…not partying all the time, not having wild times with members of the opposite sex 
that we aren’t married to, and not fighting and wanting what we don’t have. 

 
 

V. Conclusion 
 
Rom 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof. 
 
 BUT…the opposite of the wildness just spoken of: 

 
 Col 3:12-17 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 

kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13 Forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also 
do ye.  14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.  15 And 
let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.  17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 


