
Calvary Chapel on the Horizon 
May 8, 2022 

Romans chapter 12 “Because of His Love” 
 

Jim Brown  Page 1 
 

I. Introduction 
 

Read: Rom 11:33-36 
  
 In chapters 1-8 we have looked at the doctrinal position of Salvation by grace through faith – that 

all are under the curse of sin, but Jesus became sin for us that we might be set free from the 
penalty of sin and be made a new creation that is not under condemnation… 
  

 In Chapters 9, 10 & 11 we looked at Israel’s past, present, and future and Paul concluded chapter 
11 with our opening reading… 

 
 Chapter 12 begins a discourse on how the Christian should think and live – and it conflicts with 

much of what the world has taught us! 
 
 We may find that what our minds are thinking is contrary to what God thinks – and desires us to 

think. 
 
 Chapter 12 begins with a challenge to us to change, to repent and to allow God to begin the 

transformative work that He so desires to do in each one of us. 
 

 
II. Transforming our Minds 

 
A. A Living Sacrifice 

 
Rom 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 

 
 The beginning of our responsibilities begins with Paul imploring us to “do”. 

 
 Remember, Eph 2:8-10…Eph 2:8-10 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.  10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them. 

 
 We are saved by Grace – not by works.  However, the truth is we were created for good 

works that God might be glorified through our lives (John 15:5, 8). 
 

 Being a “living sacrifice” is a choice – a life choice similar to Jesus’ call to us to be His 
disciples… Luk 9:23 And he said to them all, “If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me”. 
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 Paul’s call to us is based upon all that God has done for us – the mercies of God seen through 
the forgiveness of our sin and the justification that gives us hope – hope in this present world 
and hope to spend eternity with Jesus. 

 
 This great mercy that God has extended to us is because of His love – for He “IS” love, it’s not 

just a character attribute – it is who and what He is! 
 

 And…until we can truly receive of His love believing that He always has our best interest at 
hand, we will never be able to truly give ourselves over to Him, thus… 
 

 Paul begins by reminding us of this great love and mercy before bringing before us the call: 
“that ye (we) present your (our) bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service”. 

 
 To the Corinthians Paul wrote:  1Co 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple 

of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  20 For ye 
are bought with a price: therefore, glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

 
 Consequently, we are called to no longer control our own destiny, make things happen on our 

own behalf and seek out anything selfishly… 
 

 Becoming a living sacrifice means we are giving God what is rightfully His in the first place and 
telling Him, “Not my will but your will be done in my life”.  Becoming a living sacrifice will 
enable a close and intimate relationship with God! 

 
 And it means giving Him control of our bodies – what our eyes see, what our ears hear, what 

our mouths say, what our hands do and where our feet go and everything else in between! 
 

 Many times we hear quoted in relation to this: Psalm 51:17a The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart,  

 
 Yet, we must rationalize this to see that a broken and contrite spirit WILL offer themselves 

willingly as a living sacrifice – there is an implicit “DO” in this attitude! 
 

B. Not of this World 
 
Rom 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

 
 The next verse adds to the first…we are not only be a living sacrifice, but we must allow God 

to transform our minds that we quit being conformed to this world. 
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 The Lord has been showing me how much of the world has been ingrained in me since I was 5 
or 6 years old.  So many areas of our lives have been worldly shaped and we don’t even know 
it! 

 
 Our parents had a great deal to do with our shaping…and I’m not trying to be disrespectful.  

Especially, if they didn’t know the Lord when we were young, we would have had so much 
demonstrated to us that was purely from the world. 

 
 Everything from the absence of showing love and affection to cursing and fighting; Alcohol 

and drugs, gambling and pornography.  All are part of this world and yet all are completely 
opposite of what God wants for us. 

 
 Our views on sex, marriage, homosexuality, abortion, work ethics, managing money, and 

most of all – how we treat others must be re-evaluated in the light of this passage. 
 

 Allowing our minds to be transformed means we must take no thought for ourselves and take 
every thought captive to the obedience of Christ.   

 
 A transformed mind is one that evaluates our thoughts in light of scripture and not what the 

world thinks!  A great example is Roe v. Wade – the world thinks abortion is part of a 
women’s right to choose what happens to her body… yet, God calls it murder. 

 
 The world tells women that they should have perfect bodies and be dressed scantily so that 

they can show off their bodies and walk in pride – the Bible teaches us that women should be 
dressed modestly. 

 
 The world tells us to be strong and do everything on our own and that we succeed by the 

sweat of our brows (the old adage, “God helps those who help themselves”), but 
2Corinthians says His grace is sufficient for us and that His strength is made perfect in our 
weakness. 

 
 The world says that ‘R’ rated movies and music laden with profanity is ok…yet, Eph 5:11says 

have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. 
 

 Our challenge today – for each of us – is to evaluate our lives in light of God’s love, grace and 
forgiveness and ask Him where we need transformation and then lay those areas on the altar 
of sacrifice giving Jesus all of those parts of our bodies and lives that are not of Him. 
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III. Gifts of Grace 
 
A. Humility 

 
Rom 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of faith. 

 
 Paul, now, will begin to show us what our lives should look like as a living sacrifice. 

 
 Interestingly, the first area he deals with is pride.  How often do we think of ourselves 

first, last and in the middle?  I want what I want, or, it’s not convenient, or, I’m too tired, 
or I’m too young or too old? 
  

 When God calls us to minister (regardless of the method) we need to do it cheerfully unto 
the Lord and not grumbling or complaining or even just “Not doing it”.  No one ever said 
ministry was “easy” – but it certainly has its Heavenly rewards! 

 
B. One Body 

 
 The reason we must take care to “not think more highly than we ought” is because each 

person is called to exactly what God wants them doing and who are we to look down on 
God’s calling?  Verse 4 continues: 
 

Rom 12:4-8 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same 
office:  5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.  6 
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us 
prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 7 Or ministry (literally, serving – the same word 
we get Deacon from), let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; 8 Or he 
that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with 
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 
 All of these ministries require our utmost – 100% effort of attitude and action…Col 3:22-

24 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 
men pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God:  23 And whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 
 

 Why?  1Co 4:2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. 
 

 We will stand before the Lord one day and given an account of our actions here on earth.  
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IV. The Marks of Love 
 

A. Actions 
 
Rom 12:9-13 Let love be without dissimulation (literally, don’t fake showing love, love earnestly!). 
Abhor (hate) that which is evil; cleave (hold on to) to that which is good.  10 Be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another(literally, put others first, not 
ourselves); 11 Not slothful (lazy) in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 12 Rejoicing in hope; 
patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer (we need to be a people who pray continuously 
and as soon as someone asks); 13 Distributing to the necessity of saints (this isn’t directed at the 
church – this should be an attribute that each of us seek to fulfill); given to hospitality (feeding/a 
place to sleep/helping people as they have need).   
 

B. Attitudes 
 
Rom 12:14-21 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.  15 Rejoice with them that do 
rejoice, and weep with them that weep.  16 Be of the same mind one toward another (we should 
be seeking to walk in unity with our brothers and sisters in Christ). Mind not high things, but 
condescend to men of low estate (this goes back to v.3 – not thinking more highly of ourselves than 
we ought). Be not wise in your own conceits.   
 
17 Recompense to no man evil for evil (for many, this is tough – we hear people say, “They did it to 
me, why can’t I be mean to them?”). Provide things honest in the sight of all men.  18 If it be 
possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men (this is one of my life verses – 
apologize even if it isn’t your fault – what does it really matter what people think? What matters is 
what God thinks!).   
 
19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
thirsts, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head (which is a good 
thing as it would be cold so people would take an animal skin and put hot coals from the fire in it 
and then put it by their heads as they slept to help them keep warm).   
 
21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good (this is our bottom line command). 
  
 Being a living sacrifice is about walking in God’s love and trusting God for our lives.  It means 

that God will protect, provide, comfort and direct. 
  

 Our job is to love, to be loving, to walk in love and to share God’s love with others.  Our 
calling is to obey the commandment of our Lord Jesus:  Joh 13:34 A new commandment I give 
unto you, “That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”. 
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V. Conclusion 
 

 2Co 6:1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of 
God in vain. 

 Heb 6:10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed 
toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

 1Co 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

 


