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I. Introduction 
 

READ:  Rom 9:30-33 
 

 We looked at the Jews…and their position with God as His chosen people – the “Apple of His 
Eye”. 

 
 We also looked at His sovereignty and how we must submit to Him as Creator! 

 
 We were given the analogy of the Potter and clay – How HE has a right to make vessels for honor 

AND for dishonor 
 

 Chapter 9 was looking at Israel’s past…chapter 11 looks at Israel’s future and today, in chapter 
10, we look at their present. 

 
 

II. Salvation 
 

A. Paul’s Heart for Israel 
 
Rom 10:1-4 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.  2 
For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.  3 For they 
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted to the righteousness of God.  4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes.   
 
 Paul’s heart is for Israel to be saved…the Lord’s heart is that ALL might be saved. 

 
 Where’s our heart with regards to the lost?  Paul didn’t just “feel” for his brethren:  HE 

PRAYED FOR THEM!  (and we should be praying for those lost around us!) 
  

 But he says, the nation is zealous for God but ignorantly – “not according to knowledge”!   
  

 Their lack of knowledge led the Jews to seek to attain their own righteousness through the 
law… 

 
 This zeal is similar to Paul’s – Acts 9 shows us Paul persecuting the Christians in his 

zealousness to serve God through Judaism, but on the road to Damascus, Jesus set him 
straight…Thus, we find that Christ is the “End of the law”.   
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B. Israel’s “Good Works” 

 
Rom 10:5-8 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, "THE MAN WHO DOES 
THOSE THINGS SHALL LIVE BY THEM."  6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "DO NOT 
SAY IN YOUR HEART, 'WHO WILL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN?' "(that is, to bring Christ down from 
above) 7 or, " 'WHO WILL DESCEND INTO THE ABYSS?' "(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  8 
But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART" (that is, 
the word of faith which we preach):   
 
 Paul is quoting Moses here in Deu 30:11-14 For this commandment which I command thee this 

day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off.  12 It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest 
say, who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?  13 
Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, who shall go over the sea for us, and bring 
it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?  14 But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it. 
 

 Paul is using this quote from Moses because Jesus is the only person to have kept the law 
perfectly and thus this knowledge is at hand meaning near you as Rom 10:8 tells us – 
therefore there was no need to go searching in Heaven or Hell for the Messiah. 

 
C. Word of Faith 

 
{leads into v.9} Rom 10:8 But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN 
YOUR HEART" (that is, the word of faith which we preach):   
 
Rom 10:9-13 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For with the heart one believes unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  11 For the Scripture says, 
"WHOEVER BELIEVES ON HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME."  12 For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.  13 For 
"WHOEVER CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE SAVED." 
 
 “If you confess with your mouth” {the word “Homologeo”} is the same word we find in 1John 

1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness”. 
 

 Confession has the idea of “agreeing with”.  When we confess . . . the Lord Jesus, we agree 
with what God said about Jesus, and with what Jesus said about Himself.  It means we 
recognize and acknowledge and embrace that Jesus is God, that He is the Messiah, and that 
His work on the cross is the only way of salvation for mankind. 
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 Confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus: (William Barclay – a theologian from the early 1900’s) 
“We can never forget all that it meant to say that Jesus Christ is Lord. “If a man called Jesus 
kurios he was ranking him with the Emperor and with God; he was giving him the supreme 
place in his life; he was pledging him implicit obedience and reverent worship.” “ 
 

 Wuest, quoting Robertson on Jesus Christ is Lord: “No Jew would do this who had not really 
trusted Christ, for Kurios in the Septuagint is used of God. No Gentile would do it who had not 
ceased worshipping the emperor as Kurios. The word Kurios was and is the touchstone of faith.” 
 

 We must also believe in our heart that God has raised Him from the dead. Here we see that 
the resurrection from the dead is encompassing the work of Jesus on the cross. 
 

 Believe in your heart: Mere intellectual agreement with the facts of the cross and the 
resurrection is not enough. You must believe in your heart; and even that belief is not enough 
without accompanying action: confess with your mouth. 
  
 Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
 Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 

believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
 

 (Spurgeon)  “We believe everything which the Lord Jesus has taught, but we must go a 
step further, and trust him. It is not even enough to believe in him, as being the Son of 
God, and the anointed of the Lord; but we must believe on him. The faith that saves is not 
believing, certain truths, nor even believing that Jesus is a Savior; but it is resting on him, 
depending on him, lying with all your weight on Christ as the foundation of your hope. 
Believe that he can save you; believe that he will save you; at any rate leave the whole 
matter of your salvation with him in unquestioning confidence. Depend upon him without 
fear as to your present and eternal salvation. This is the faith which saves the soul.”  
  

 One of the keys to our salvation is brought out explicitly by Spurgeon…belief without trust 
is just an intellectual understanding – we must place our trust in Jesus as our Supreme 
Authority, and base our hope on His resurrection from the dead…then we are saved. 

 
 And then Paul concludes this section with the statement that “WHOSOEVER shall call 

upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” -- Salvation is a free gift to all who come to Him 
with TRUE faith! 

 
D. Preach the Word 

 
In verses 14-21 Paul answers the rhetorical question: “What if the Jews have never heard?” 
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Rom 10:14-21 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall 
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?  
15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET 
OF THOSE WHO PREACH THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS!"  
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR 
REPORT?"  17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  18 But I say, have 
they not heard? Yes indeed: "THEIR SOUND HAS GONE OUT TO ALL THE EARTH, AND THEIR WORDS 
TO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD."  19 But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says: "I WILL 
PROVOKE YOU TO JEALOUSY BY THOSE WHO ARE NOT A NATION, I WILL MOVE YOU TO ANGER BY 
A FOOLISH NATION."  20 But Isaiah is very bold and says: "I WAS FOUND BY THOSE WHO DID NOT 
SEEK ME; I WAS MADE MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO DID NOT ASK FOR ME."  21 But to Israel he says: 
"ALL DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO A DISOBEDIENT AND CONTRARY PEOPLE." 
 
 They have heard as Paul declares in v.18: “Their sound has gone out to all the earth!” 

 
 But, how shall our generation hear the gospel?  They need a preacher?  God has ordained 

preaching as His method of bringing others to salvation… 
 

 Mar 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 
 

 2Ti 4:2-4 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine.  3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they 
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 
 

 The application is directly pointed to us…we must be busy about our Father’s business!  We 
need to get out of our comfort zones, our easy chairs and our selfish places and start sharing 
the message of the cross using the scriptures! 

 
 Paul takes the beautiful feet idea in (v. 15) from Isa 52:6-7 Therefore my people shall know my 

name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he that doth speak: behold, it is I.  7 How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy 
God reigneth! 
 

 The first example we know of in preaching Jesus is found in Luk 2:8-11 And there were in the 
same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  9 And, lo, 
the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and 
they were sore afraid.  10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  11 For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
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 Another great example of this is found in Act 8:26-38 And the angel of the Lord spake unto 

Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem 
unto Gaza, which is desert.  27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an 
eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all 
her treasure, and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, 28 Was returning, and sitting in his 
chariot read Esaias the prophet.  29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to 
this chariot.  30 And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, 
Understandest thou what thou readest?  31 And he said, How can I, except some man should 
guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.  32 The place of the 
scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb 
before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth:  33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken 
away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.  34 And the 
eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, 
or of some other man?  35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and 
preached unto him Jesus.  36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: 
and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  37 And Philip 
said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 
 

 (IN VERSE 17) Paul makes a profound statement that we MUST take to heart… “Faith comes 
by hearing and hearing by the Word of God”. 
  

 Lifestyle evangelism isn’t enough…we have to open our mouths and speak the gospel and 
USE THE WORD OF GOD.  The Word of God is the “KEY” to others getting saved! 

 
 Remember what Jesus said, Joh 6:63 “the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 

they are life”. 
 

 And in v. 18 Paul asks and then answers the question, “so, didn’t they hear the Word 
preached?   

 
 YES!  It went into all the earth but the Israelites are a disobedient and gainsaying people!” 

 
 

III. Conclusion 
 
 


