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I. Introduction 
 

Read:  Psalm 77:11-15 
 

II. Miracles from God 
 

A. Aeneas 
 

Act 9:32-35 And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he came down also to the 
saints which dwelt at Lydda.  33 And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept 
his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy.  34 And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ 
maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately.  35 And all that dwelt at 
Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord. 
 
 Lydda is NE of Jerusalem about 29 miles.  It’s where the Ben Gurion Airport is located. 

 
 Peter found a paralyzed man and through Peter, God healed him.  Notice, that Peter knew 

and communicated that it was Jesus healing the man…not Peter! 
 

 The Result:  And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord.  
 

B. Tabitha 
 
Act 9:36-42 Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is 
called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and alms deeds which she did.  37 And it came to 
pass in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in an 
upper chamber.  38 And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that 
Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to 
them.  39 Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the 
upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments 
which Dorcas made, while she was with them.  40 But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, 
and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when 
she saw Peter, she sat up.  41 And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he had called 
the saints and widows, presented her alive.  42 And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many 
believed in the Lord. 
 
 Peter them continued NE to Joppa (about another 13 miles) and through Peter, God raised 

Dorcas up from death. 
 

 The Result:  (v. 42) And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the Lord.  
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C. Simon the Tanner 
 
Acts 9:43 And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner. 

 
 Peter does something unusual now…he goes and stays with Simon the tanner. 

  
 For a law-keeping Jew of that time, it was strictly forbidden to associate with anyone who 

routinely worked with dead animals.  According to the laws of that time, a tanner had to live 
at least 75 feet outside a village because of his ritual uncleanness. 

 
 (G. Campbell Morgan) “The trade of a tanner was held in such supreme contempt that if a girl 

was betrothed to a tanner without knowing that he followed that calling, the betrothal was 
void.”  

 
 Because he stayed many days in Joppa with Simon, a tanner, we see Peter is less concerned 

about Jewish traditions and ceremonial notions than he was before...laying the groundwork in 
Peter’s heart for the following chapter. 

 
 

III. Visions from God 
 

A. Cornelius 
 

Act 10:1-8 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the 
Italian band, 2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to 
the people, and prayed to God always.  3 He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the 
day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.  4 And when he looked on 
him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, thy prayers and thine alms are 
come up for a memorial before God.  5 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose 
surname is Peter:  6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall 
tell thee what thou oughtest to do.  7 And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was 
departed, he called two of his household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him 
continually; 8 And when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to Joppa. 

 
 Cornelius’ Character:   

 
 Centurion of the Italian Band:  same as cohort or regiment…made up of exclusively Italian 

volunteers – thought to be the most loyal to Rome and thus, the most hated among the Jews.  
Cornelius was an officer over 100 men (similar to a company commander in today’s Army). 
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 Devout Man:  Yet the Bible calls him a “devout man”.  Meaning reverent, pious or godly. 
  

• Feared God (with all of his house):  Cornelius was in the category of what the Jews called God-
fearers (one who feared God).  These were Gentiles who loved the God of Israel and were 
sympathetic to and supportive of the Jewish faith.  Yet they stopped short of becoming full Jews 
in lifestyle and in circumcision. 

 

• Gave much Alms:  He recognized that all that he had was God’s and therefore was generous 
in giving back to God what was rightfully His… 

 
 Luk 12:32-34 Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  

33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not old, a treasure in the 
heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.  34 For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 
 He prayed Always:  He wanted to be in constant contact with our Father in Heaven…Paul 

exhorts us to the same thing – 1Th 5:17 Pray without ceasing. 
 

 Acts 10:5-6 And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter:  6 He 
lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou 
oughtest to do. 
  

• Cornelius must have been asking God for direction…and the answer:  go to Peter! 
  

B. Peter 
 
Act 10:9-16 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went 
up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour:  10 And he became very hungry, and would 
have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 11 And saw heaven opened, and a 
certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let 
down to the earth:  12 Wherein were all manner of four-footed beasts of the earth, and wild 
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.  13 And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, 
and eat.  14 But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or 
unclean.  15 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that 
call not thou common.  16 This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven. 

 
 Here we find God nullifying the food laws – anything received in faith is lawful. 

  
 1Ti 4:4-5 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 

thanksgiving:  5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 
 

 Remember, God has created a New Covenant through Jesus’ death and resurrection… 
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 Old things have passed away…including the ceremonial food laws 

  
 Col 2:16-17 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or 

of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:  17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the 
body is of Christ. 

 
 

IV. A Meeting from God 
 
A. Peter Follows 

 
Act 10:17-23 Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, 
behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made enquiry for Simon's house, and stood 
before the gate, 18 And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged 
there.  19 While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee.  
20 Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.  
21 Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I 
am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come?  22 And they said, Cornelius the 
centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the 
Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of 
thee.  23 Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the morrow Peter went away with 
them, and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 

 
 Peter obeyed the heavenly vision and went with these gentiles that would have been unclean 

and unacceptable to the Jews. 
  

 However, Cornelius is the example of the door to the Gentiles being opened with respect to 
salvation: 

   

• In a prophecy concerning the Messiah, we read in Isa 42:6 I the LORD have called thee in 
righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of 
the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 

  

• Rom 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  17 For therein 
is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by 
faith. 
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B. Cornelius Greets 
 
Act 10:24-33 And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea. And Cornelius waited for them, 
and had called together his kinsmen and near friends.  25 And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius 
met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him.  26 But Peter took him up, saying, Stand 
up; I myself also am a man.  27 And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many that were 
come together.  28 And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that 
is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath shewed me that I 
should not call any man common or unclean.  29 Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as 
soon as I was sent for: I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me?  30 And Cornelius said, 
Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, behold, 
a man stood before me in bright clothing, 31 And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine 
alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God.  32 Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither 
Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: 
who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee.  33 Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou 
hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all 
things that are commanded thee of God. 
 
 Here we find Cornelius falling at Peter’s feet and worshipping him and Peter’s reply is: “Stand 

up, I myself also am a man!” 
 

 Similarly, James reminds us regarding Elijah:  Jas 5:17 Elias was a man subject to like passions 
as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the 
space of three years and six months. 

 
C. Peter Preaches 

 
Act 10:34-43 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter 
of persons:  35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with him.  36 The word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: 
(he is Lord of all:)  37 That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and 
began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;  38 How God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that 
were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.  39 And we are witnesses of all things which he 
did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree:  40 Him 
God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; 41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses 
chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead.  42 
And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of 
God to be the Judge of quick and dead.  43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. 
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 “I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:  35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him “ …fears God’s wrath and judgment and worketh 
righteousness meaning:  
  

 Rom 10:9-13 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  10 For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.  11 For 
the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.  12 For there is no 
difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call 
upon him.  13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

  
D. All Get Saved! 

 
Act 10:44-48 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the 
word.  45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with 
Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.  46 For they 
heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 47 Can any man forbid 
water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?  48 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry 
certain days. 

 
 This passage is one that refutes the need for Baptism to be saved…here the people believe 

and are filled with the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues which is an evidence of the Holy Spirit, 
and then they talk about being baptized. 
 

 
V. Conclusion 

 
 Gal 3:11 But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall 

live by faith. 
 

 


