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I. Introduction 
 

Read:  Psalm 1  
 
 Paul had come to Jerusalem after his 3rd missionary journey…he had riled the Jews by his 

message of salvation by grace alone to the gentiles… 
 

 The commander of the Roman forces rescued him and was going to scourge him to find out why 
they acted the way they did, but upon finding out that Paul was a Roman citizen he relented… 

 
 He had a pre-emptive trial in Jerusalem until the Pharisees and Sadducees broke into a fight over 

the resurrection and he was then taken to Caesaria (by the sea) to wait for his accusers to come 
before Felix the Governor… 

 
And we read: 
 
Act 23:35 I will hear thee, said he, when thine accusers are also come. And he commanded him to be 
kept in Herod's judgment hall. 

 
And so, here is where we pick up in chapter 24…Paul accused before Felix, the Governor, by the 
Jewish leadership come down from Jerusalem… 

 
 

II. Tortullus and the Elders 
 
Act 24:1-3 And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with the elders, and with a certain 
orator named Tertullus, who informed the governor against Paul [Turtullus was a Lawyer, brought to 
bring accusation with great flowery words because they had no “real” case to bring against Paul – it’s 
the old adage: “If you can’t Dazzle them with Data, then Baffle them with Bologna”].  2  And when he 
was called forth, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great quietness, 
and that very worthy deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence,  3  We accept it always, and in 
all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness.  
 
 The Jewish historian Tacitus says of Festus that "in the practice of all kinds of lust, crime, and 

cruelty, he exercised the power of a king with the temper of a slave."  He in fact was a slave 
originally but his brother Pallus was a close friend of the current Caesar and persuaded him to 
free Felix and give him this position as Governor. 

 
 Josephus and Longnecker wrote similar things regarding Felix. 

  
 So, in fact, Tortullus was lying through his teeth that they liked Felix, that they enjoyed freedoms, 

that he was noble…he was anything but NOBLE. 
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Act 24:4-9 Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I pray thee that thou would hear 
us of thy clemency a few words.  5 For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of 
sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes:  6 
who also hath gone about to profane the temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to 
our law.  7 But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great violence took him away out of our 
hands, 8 commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining of whom thyself mayest take 
knowledge of all these things, whereof we accuse him.  9 And the Jews also assented, saying these 
things were so. 
 
 (v. 5) Pestilent means taking away the peace – Paul always tried to do the right and lawful thing.  

He always went to work when there was no missionary support, he always sought to be the 
blessing and not a burden. 
  

 We are to seek to be at peace with all people…Paul wrote in Rom 12:18 If it be possible, as much 
as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 

 
 (v. 5b) “A Mover of Sedition” is a lie… Paul never sought to depose the Rulers over him.  In fact, 

he wrote to Timothy: 1Ti 2:1-3 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and for all that are in 
authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.  3 For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
  

 (v. 5c) A ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes…YES, HE WAS.  Interesting that Tortullus calls the 
Christians a sect of the Nazarenes (as if it was a cult) and he left out CHRIST, which would bring 
into question the MESSIAH! 
  

 Tortullus then finishes with a bit of “Lawyer exaggeration” when he states that Claudius Lysias 
took Paul away from them with “GREAT FORCE”; rather, he saved Paul! 

 
 

III. The Way 
 
Act 24:10-14 Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, 
Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more 
cheerfully answer for myself:  11 Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet but twelve 
days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship.  12 And they neither found me in the temple 
disputing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, nor in the city:  13 
Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me.  14 But this I confess unto thee, that 
after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things which are 
written in the law and in the prophets: 
 



Calvary Chapel on the Horizon 
January 16, 2022 

Acts 24-25 “Receiving the Word” 
 

Jim Brown  Page 3 
 

 The “WAY” was Jesus’ way: John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life… 
  

 We, like Paul, must believe all scripture:  2Ti 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that 
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 
Act 24:15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.   
 
 Joh 11:25-26 Jesus said…”I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 

were dead, yet shall he live:  26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest 
thou this?” 
 

 1Co 15:20-21 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.  
21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 

 
Act 24:16-21 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, 
and toward men.  17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings.  18 
Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with multitude, nor with 
tumult.  19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they had ought against me.  20 Or 
else let these same here say, if they have found any evil doing in me, while I stood before the council,  
21 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among them, Touching the resurrection of the 
dead I am called in question by you this day. 

 
 We saw this last week as well…he ALWAYS strove to have a conscience void of offence toward 

God.  And as such, Paul is a role-model: 1Co 11:1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 
  

 Discipleship:  Do we have a role model we seek to learn from, and are we a role-model to 
someone else? 
 

 
IV. NOT Receiving the Word 

 
Act 24:22-27 And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he 
deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of 
your matter.  23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he 
should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him.  24 And after certain days, when 
Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the 
faith in Christ.  25 And as he reasoned of righteousness [meaning Christ’s righteousness], temperance 
[Moderation…don’t let anything have mastery over you – if it does, it’s an idol!], and judgment to 
come [We’ll either stand before God in Christ’s righteousness which leads to ETERNAL LIFE, or in our 
own righteousness which leads to ETERNAL DAMNATION]-{Smoking or Non-smoking?},  
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Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for 
thee.  26 He hoped also that money should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: 
wherefore he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him.  27 But after two years Porcius Festus 
came into Felix' room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound. 

 
 Here we see that Felix was unwilling to REPENT and turn toward God…perhaps he was too tied to 

this world? 
 

 Mar 8:36-38 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?  37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  38 Whosoever therefore shall be 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son 
of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

 
 

V. King Agrippa 
 

Act 25:1-6 Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he ascended from Caesarea 
to Jerusalem [Jerusalem is approx. 2500 ft above sea level – the highest city around, thus everyone 
goes “UP” to Jerusalem].  2 Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, 
and besought him, 3 And desired favor against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying 
wait in the way to kill him.  4 But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he 
himself would depart shortly thither.  5 Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go 
down with me, and accuse this man, if there be any wickedness in him.  6 And when he had tarried 
among them more than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea; and the next day sitting on the 
judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought.   

 
Act 25:7-12 And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, 
and laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove.  8 While he answered 
for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against Caesar, 
have I offended anything at all.  9 But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, and 
said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me?  10 Then said Paul, I 
stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as 
thou very well knowest.  11 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I 
refuse not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver 
me unto them. I appeal unto Caesar.  12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, 
answered, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? unto Caesar shalt thou go. 
 
 They had nothing to condemn Paul with and he should have been set free…but because Festus 

was a politician, he leaned to the Jews and tried to give them their way.  Romans had the right to 
appeal their case to Caesar, so, in lieu of going to Jerusalem and being killed, Paul appealed to 
Rome. 
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Acts 25:13 And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus.   

 
 King Agrippa is Agrippa II, whose title was, “The Guardian of the Temple” and one of his 

responsibilities was to appoint the high priest. 
  

 Agrippa II was friends with Nero, was one of the last of the Idumeans, was Jewish and had 
assuredly heard of Jesus and Paul. 
  

 Agrippa II’s grandfather was Herod the Great who killed all the male children 3 yo. and under 
when Jesus was born… 
  

 Agrippa II’s father was the one who had James killed in Acts 12 and is also the one who was 
eaten by worms for stealing God’s glory. 
  

 Agrippa II’s great uncle is the one who had John the Baptist killed…so he doesn’t have a great 
heritage! 

 
Acts 25:14-19 And when they had been there many days, Festus declared Paul's cause unto the king, 
saying, there is a certain man left in bonds by Felix:  15 About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the 
chief priests and the elders of the Jews informed me, desiring to have judgment against him.  16 To 
whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, before that he which 
is accused have the accusers face to face, and have license to answer for himself concerning the crime 
laid against him.  17 Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay on the morrow I sat on 
the judgment seat, and commanded the man to be brought forth.  18 Against whom when the accusers 
stood up, they brought none accusation of such things as I supposed:  19 But had certain questions 
against him of their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed to be 
alive.   

 
 1Co 15:3-8 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for 

our sins according to the scriptures;  4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures:  5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:  6 After that, he 
was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this 
present, but some are fallen asleep.  7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.  8 
And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 
 

Act 25:20-27 And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked him whether he would go to 
Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters.  21 But when Paul had appealed to be reserved unto 
the hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar.  22 Then Agrippa 
said unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. Tomorrow, said he, thou shalt hear him.  23 And on 
the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice [Bernice is a greatly interesting character as well 
as Agrippa {most historians believe at this point in time she was about 32 yo}.  She was first married 
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at age 13 to Emporer Marcus, but that didn’t work out so she married her uncle Herod (who was the 
King of Carcus), and after that failed she married this man, Agrippa II (who is her ½ brother {they 
have a different mother}.  The Jews got very angry with this as it is obvious incest so she left and 
married Poloma, King of Cilicia – of course, we can guess that it didn’t work either and she went back 
to Agrippa II and After Agrippa II, she became the mistress of Vespasian, then of Tacitus and finally 
with Titus where she dropped off of the historical scene],  
 
{Anyway, they entered } with great pomp [ meaning there was a great procession and ceremony ], 
and was entered into the place of hearing [ which was probably the amphitheater that sat ~2000 
people ], with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, at Festus' commandment Paul was 
brought forth.  24 And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with us, ye see 
this man, about whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, and also 
here, crying that he ought not to live any longer.  25 But when I found that he had committed nothing 
worthy of death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I have determined to send him.  26 Of 
whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord [In other words, I don’t know what to tell Nero 
about him]. Wherefore I have brought him forth before you, and specially before thee, O king Agrippa, 
that, after examination had, I might have somewhat to write.  27 For it seemeth to me unreasonable to 
send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the crimes laid against him. 

 
 Festus didn’t have anything to write about Paul because there was no charges that were valid 

that he could be found guilty of…thus, Festus is looking for some help! 
 

VI. Conclusion 
 
 The bottom line here has two facets… 

 
1.  Are our lives right with God and man? 
  
2.  Are we resisting God’s call, His leading, and His best for our lives? 
  

 Time is short – why would we follow our desires instead of God when He has better? 


