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I. Introduction:   
 
Read:  Matthew 7:24-27  
 
 After His baptism, it is time for Him to start a new phase – a new mission…it’s time for God 

the Father to use Him for the Ministry that He came for…but first:  His temptation! 
 

 Today begins, in our minds, a newness and we must ask ourselves…do we want to be used by 
the Father for the ministry that He has for us? 

 
 If so, there are some truths for our lives that we must face and embrace, and not run from. 

 
➢ 1st:  If we desire to be used by God we will face a great spiritual battle against the enemy 

of our souls – are we ready? 
 

➢ 2nd: If we desire to be used by God we must follow some basic truths that God lays out for 
us and seek to do them without compromise. 

 
 As we get into the text we see the first two verses as our introduction: 

 
 Matthew 5:1-2 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, 

his disciples came unto him:  2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,   
 

 Jesus begins teaching the people the “Be-Attitudes” …how we should desire and strive to be 
as we grow in Grace and the knowledge of Jesus! 

 
 These attitudes cascade upon each other and are meant to come as a “Package”. 

 
 
II. Our Spiritual Condition 
 

Matthew 5:3-5 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4 Blessed are 
they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.  5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the 
earth. 
 
 Here we find the first 3 of the beatitudes deal with our spiritual state. 
 
A. Blessed 

 
 “Blessed.” (The Latin word for blessed is beatus, and from this comes the word 

beatitude.) -- “Blessed” …we could say, “Oh how happy is the person who…” 
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 This was a powerful word to those who heard Jesus that day.  To them it meant “divine joy 
and perfect happiness.” We find this when we walk after these teachings of Jesus! 

 
 “Blessed” implied an inner satisfaction and sufficiency that did not depend on outward 

circumstances for happiness. This is what the Lord offers those who trust Him! 
 

B. Our Depravity (v3) 
 
Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   
 
 To be poor in spirit means to be humble, to have a correct estimate of oneself  

  
 Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, 

not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.  

 
 Isaiah tells us that without Jesus we are: Isa 64:6a But we are all as an unclean thing, and 

all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; 
 

 Jeremiah tells us our heart is: Jer 17:9a deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:  
 
 Poor in Spirit is honesty with ourselves, acknowledging that there is nothing good in us.  

 
 Look at the outcome of this honest appraisal of our righteousness – ours is the kingdom of 

Heaven…coming to God by faith in Jesus Christ brings the promise of Eternal Life when 
we: Rom 10:9-10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. 

 
C. Our Attitude (v4) 

 
Matthew 5:4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.   
 
 Acknowledging that there is nothing good in us, we mourn over sin and despise it. We see 

sin the way God sees it and seek to treat it the way God does. 
 
o 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

o “Confess” (Homologeo) -- to say the same thing as God about our sin and not deny it. 
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 We Mourn…Not for fear of missing the kingdom, but: 
  
o Over everything that hinders our greater growth into the image of Christ;  
o Over the sins of others;  
o Over the enemies of the Cross. 

 
 Why would we mourn?  >> Love:  His love for us, our love for Him… 

  
 Recognizing our spiritual state, and realizing how much god has forgiven us, leads us to 

love… the passage in Luke chapter 7 (Luke 7:36-50): he who is forgiven much, loves much! 
 

 (NET Bible) Luke 7:36-50 Now one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so 
he went into the Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table.  37 Then when a woman 
of that town, who was a sinner, learned that Jesus was dining at the Pharisee’s house, she 
brought an alabaster jar of perfumed oil.  38 As she stood behind him at his feet, weeping, 
she began to wet his feet with her tears. She wiped them with her hair, kissed them, and 
anointed them with the perfumed oil.  39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw 
this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who and what kind of 
woman this is who is touching him, that she is a sinner.”  40 So Jesus answered him, “Simon, 
I have something to say to you.” He replied, “Say it, Teacher.”  41 “A certain creditor had 
two debtors; one owed him five hundred silver coins, and the other fifty.  42 When they 
could not pay, he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?”  43 
Simon answered, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” Jesus said to him, 
“You have judged rightly.”  44 Then, turning toward the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you 
see this woman? I entered your house. You gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet 
my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  45 You gave me no kiss of greeting, 
but from the time I entered she has not stopped kissing my feet.  46 You did not anoint my 
head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with perfumed oil.  47 Therefore I tell you, her 
sins, which were many, are forgiven, thus she loved much; but the one who is forgiven little 
loves little.”  48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  49 But those who were at 
the table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?”  
50 He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 
  

 Matthew 5:4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.   
 

 Jesus will comfort us as the God of all comfort…His Grace is sufficient. 
 

D. Our Direction(v5) 
 
Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
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 Meekness is not weakness, This word translated “meek” was used by the Greeks to 
describe a horse that had been broken. It refers to strength under control.   
 

 Moses and Jesus were meek men (Num. 12:3; Matt. 11:29). 
 

 Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me. 

 
 Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  2 
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
 

 Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the EARTH… 
 
 

III. Our Lifestyle 
 

A. Hungry for Righteousness (v6) 
 
Matthew 5:6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 
filled.   
 
 Hunger:  Recall Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
  

 Reading the Bible to know God and allow Him to change us to the image of Jesus. 
  

 Thirst:   
o Isaiah 55:1a, 6-7 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters…6 Seek ye the 

LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:  7 Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 

o John 4:14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life. 

 
 Righteousness:  2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
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 As we hunger after righteousness we are to Heb 12:1b-2a …let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; 

 
 He Hungers and Thirsts:  Not after the pleasures of sin and worldliness, but after the 

righteousness unto God.  These cravings are the natural desires of the new man. 
  

B. Merciful (v7) 
 

Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
 
 Mercy is NOT getting what we deserve. 

  
 Lamentations 3:21-23 This I recall to my mind; therefore, have I hope.  22 It is of the LORD'S 

mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.  23 They are new 
every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 
 

 (lovingkindness in the OT is synonymous with MERCY) Psalms 36:7 How excellent is thy 
lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of 
thy wings. 
 

 Psalms 63:3 Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee. 
 

 A man who is Merciful delights to show mercy because he knows he has had great mercy 
extended to him …even as Christ prayed for His enemies, so does the merciful person. 

 
C. Pure in Heart (v8) 

 
Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

 
 In the ancient Greek, the phrase pure of heart has the idea of straightness, honesty, and 

clarity. This describes someone who isn't constantly "dirty" from contact with this world. 
 

 The Result:  …they shall see God: In this, the pure of heart receive the most wonderful 
reward. They shall enjoy greater intimacy with God than they could have imagined. 

 
 Ultimately, this intimate relationship with God must become our greatest motivation for 

purity, greater than a fear of getting caught or a fear of consequences. 
 

D. Peacemakers (v9) 
 

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.  
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 Luke 6:35-38 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; 

and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind 
unto the unthankful and to the evil.   

 
 Romans 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 

 
 We are to be seeking to be at peace with all people as much as lies within us…do we stir 

up the pot of contention, or do we bring calm, quiet & loving words to a tense issue? 
 

 Jesus tells us that they who are peacemakers are acting as children of God. 
 

IV. God’s Reward Program (v10-12) 
 
Matthew 5:10-12 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 

 
 John 16:1-3 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended.  2 They shall 

put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that 
he doeth God service.  3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known 
the Father, nor me. 

 
 John 16:33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world 

ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
 

 Php 3:8-11 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 
dung, that I may win Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which 
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith: 10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I might attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead. 

 
V. Conclusion 

 
Happiness, Joy, Contentment come through FAITH & TRUST in God, not in our circumstances. 
 
 Hebrews 11:1, 6 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 

seen.  6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 


