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I. Introduction:  Read:  Matthew 4:1-11  
 
 After His baptism, it is time for Him to start a new phase – a new mission…it’s time for God 

the Father to use Him for the Ministry that He came for…but first:  His temptation! 
 

 Today begins, in our minds, a newness and we must ask ourselves…do we want to be used by 
the Father for the ministry that He has for us? 

 
 If so, there are some truths for our lives that we must face and embrace, and not run from. 

 
➢ 1st:  If we desire to be used by God we will face a great spiritual battle against the enemy 

of our souls – are we ready? 
 

➢ 2nd: If we desire to be used by God we must follow some basic truths that God lays out for 
us and do it without compromise. 

 
 Let’s get into the text… 

 
 
II. The Temptation 
 

A. Trials 
 
Matthew 4:1-2 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil.  2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 
 
 When it comes to tempting us, Satan has 3 plays, the lust of our flesh, eyes and the pride 

of life.  If we look at the Garden of Eden…Genesis 3:6 And when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food (flesh), and that it was pleasant to the eyes (eyes), and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise (pride of life), she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat… 
 

 The Apostle John explicitly warns us regarding Satan’s play book:  1 John 2:15-17 Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.  16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  17 And the world 
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever. 

 
B.  Lust of the Flesh 

 
Matthew 4:3-4 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be made bread.  4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 
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 Verse 2 says Jesus was hungry – He had just fasted 40 days.  He was at the point of death 

and Satan was playing on His body’s physical drive for survival. 
  

 Jesus’ response was to use the Word of God: man shall live by EVERY Word that proceeds 
from God…the word “Word” here is “rhema” in the Greek and means the appropriate 
Word for the situation. 

 
 Here Jesus uses the “rhema” to refer to the “rhema” and defeat Satan’s temptation. 

 
 Look at what Jesus says, though:  “Man does not live by food alone, but by every 

(meaning ALL) word that proceeds out of the mouth of God”. 
 

 Oh, how very important reading, believing, trusting and obeying the Word of God is for 
our lives! 
 

C. Pride of Life 
 
Matthew 4:5-7 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of 
the temple, 6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is 
written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear 
thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 7 Jesus said unto him, It is written 
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
 
 “If thou be the Son of God” – if you’re really God, then prove it!  Throw yourself off and 

show how the angels will catch you! 
  

 “If” incites the “Pride of Life”, doesn’t it? 
 

 You’ll run into people who say: “If” you’re a Christian you’ll pay my bills, give me money, 
etc.   OR “You’re a Christian and you don’t know the Bible?”   

 
 Discouragement comes from our pride and is one of Satan’s greatest tools! 

 
 Speaking of the poor – Jesus said we will always have them with us…we do what we can 

but we must stay OUT of God’s way, as well, or we become enablers. 
  

 The Bible is the Living Word – we can only know what we’ve learned but we certainly 
should study to show ourselves approved unto God (but not necessarily unto men)! 

 
 We must remember: Php 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a 

good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 
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 As a side note:  Satan is quoting from Psalm 91 but doesn’t keep context:  Psa 91:11-13 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.  12 They shall bear 
thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.  13 Thou shalt tread upon the 
lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. 

 
 God certainly protects us through Angels, however, we are not to apply such 

understandings foolishly by tempting God. 
 

D. Lust of the Eyes 
 
Matthew 4:8-10 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth 
him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And saith unto him, All these 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get 
thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve. 
 
 The 10th commandment (Deu 5:21) tells us to not covet: Yet, the Lust of the Eyes is 

Covetousness – which Col 3:5 tells us is idolatry!  
  

 We must beware of the the Idolatry of “Stuff”:  Luk 12:15 And he said unto them, Take 
heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth. 

  
E. Angels: 

 
Matthew 4:11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. 

 
 Notice, the Devil left Him…Satan can only be in one place at a time.  He may have one of 

the fallen Angels harassing you – but nothing can be done without God’s permission. 
  

 Jas 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 

 Know that the Angels will Minister to you, too. 
  

 Hebrews 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall 
be heirs of salvation? 

 
 

III. Beginning the Ministry (Matthew 4:12-17) 
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Matthew 4:12-17  Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; 
13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the borders 
of Zabulon and Nephthalim: 14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, 
saying, 15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles; 16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in 
the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.  17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to 
say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
 
1. When:  After John had been thrown in prison (he was the forerunner – his job was done) 

 
 There is a time lapse between v11 & v12…John 1:19-3:36. 

 
 Jesus doesn’t begin His ministry until John the Baptist has been thrown into prison. 

  
2.  Where:  Capernaum… 

 
 Jesus went to Capernaum from Jerusalem, a mixed bag of Jew, Gentile and Samaritan (mixed 

breed) peoples to allow the gospel to be for ALL PEOPLE. 
 

3. Why:  Prophetical fulfillment 
 

 Isaiah 9:1-2 Nevertheless the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at the first 
he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did more 
grievously afflict her by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the nations.  2 The 
people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 
 

4. Message: Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand 
 
 Repentance means we turn away from a lifestyle of living for yourself and fulfilling the lust of 

our flesh & eyes and the pride of life and BEGIN LIVING FOR GOD …why?  Our King is here and 
we need to be part of His kingdom. 
  

 
IV. Calling Disciples (Matthew 4:18-22) 

 
Matthew 4:18-22 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.  19 And he saith unto them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”.  20 And they straightway left their nets, and followed 
him.  21 And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John 
his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them.  22 And they 
immediately left the ship and their father, and followed him. 
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A. His Call: Follow Me (and they did immediately) 

 
 Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 

take up his cross daily, and follow me. 
  

 Luke 9:59-62 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go 
and bury my father.  60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and 
preach the kingdom of God.  61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me 
first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.  62 And Jesus said unto him, No 
man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 
 

B. He will make us “Fishers of men” 
 
 Luke 9:60 …go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 

  
 Luke 8:39 (To the demoniac) Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God 

hath done unto thee. And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how 
great things Jesus had done unto him. 
 

 Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. 

 
 

V. Teaching, Preaching & Healing (Matthew 4:23-25)  
 
Matthew 4:23-25 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people.  
24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that were taken 
with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with devils, and those which were 
lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.  25 And there followed him great 
multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from Judaea, and 
from beyond Jordan. 
 
 Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 

everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  17 For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, “The just shall live by faith”. 
 

 
VI.   Conclusion  

 


