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I. Introduction 
 
Read:  Mar 7:6-7 

 
 This book was written primarily for the Jews as a Bridge from the OT to the New.  It is 

designed to show us our King – the Son of David! 
 

 400 years since Israel has heard from the Lord through a Prophet…and now, here we have 
John the Baptist.  

 
 Approximately 29 years later from Matt chapter 2 

  
 

II. John the Baptist 
 

Mat 3:1-4 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, 2 And saying, 
Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet 
Esaias, saying, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight”.  4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about 
his loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. 
 
A. Who was John the Baptist? 

 
Mat 3:1 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,  
 
 John the Baptist’s father was a priest, and his mother was a cousin to Mary, Jesus’ 

mother. 
  

 The prophecy of John’s birth is found in Luke 1:13-16 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, 
Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name John.  14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth.  15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor 
strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.  16 
And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. 

 
B. What was John’s Message? 

 
Mat 3:2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
 
 Repent in the Greek is: “metanoeo”, which means “to change one's mind” 
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 For the “Unbeliever” it means that they turn away from the world and its ways and 
beliefs and turns to GOD:   

 
 Act 20:20-21 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed 

you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to house, 21 Testifying both to the Jews, 
and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 Rom 10:9-10 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 

thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  10 For with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. 
  

 For the believer, it means turning away from sin, complacency, and their back-sliding and 
turning their hearts back to the truth of living for the Son of God – Jesus Christ. 

 
 Rev 3:14-22 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith 

the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 15 I know thy 
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  16 So then because 
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.  17 Because  
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest 
not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:  18 I counsel 
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that 
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint 
thine eyes with eye salve, that thou mayest see.  19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: 
be zealous therefore, and repent.  20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hears my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me.  21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.  22 He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
  

 And then we turn to the phrase “The Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand” 
 

 He is saying that soon, the Messiah will be here – to those listening, it meant that His 
coming was imminent. 

 
 J. Vernon McGee gave a good analogy on this idea…he said you can’t have a King without 

a Kingdom, and you can’t have a Kingdom without a King. 
 

 Thus, the King was soon to come and with Him, His kingdom.  What does that mean to us?   
 

 We are the servants of the King, thus we are operating in the Kingdom (as an extension of 
the Heavenly Kingdom – but not the real Kingdom) as Jesus is our King.  Yet, we are also 
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told we are ambassadors and strangers in a strange land – that this world is NOT our 
home. 

 
 This is still a valid message for US today as Jesus is soon to come back to take His bride 

(that means us) home and then bring wrath to a world that rejects Him. 
 

 1Jn 3:2-3 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he 
is.  3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 

 
 

C. What was John’s Mission? 
 
Mat 3:3 For this is he that was spoken of by the prophet Esaias, saying, the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”. 
 
 John’s message and mission are a fulfillment of Isaiah 40:3 which he quotes here. 

  
 Luke 1:16-17 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.  17 And 

he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias (Elijah), to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord. 
 

 Mal 3:1a Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me:  
 

D. What was John’s Character?   
 
Matt 3:4 And the same John had his raiment of camel's hair, and a leathern girdle about his 
loins; and his meat was locusts and wild honey. 
 
 2 Kings 1:8 And they answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather 

about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. 
 

 Joh 1:23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of 
the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 
 

 Luk 7:28 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater 
prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. 

 
 

E. What was the Response to John? 
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Matt 3:5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about 
Jordan, 6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 
 Here you have this rough guy, no publicist, no social media – just word of mouth, and the 

people are drawn to him… 
 

 This is the work and power of the Holy Spirit – the people knew they were in the wrong, 
possibly didn’t know why, but came because they knew the religious system of the day 
wasn’t working. 

 
 They came confessing their sins and being baptized as a symbolic representation of their 

cleansing by turning back to the One True God – believing in the coming Messiah and 
having the Hope of eternity with Him. 

 
 

III.  The Religious Leaders 
 
Mat 3:7-10 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said 
unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 Bring 
forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:  9 And think not to say within yourselves, “We have 
Abraham to our father”: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children 
unto Abraham.  10 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore, every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.   
 
  Here we see this unkept and unseemly man (at least in our day’s culture) calling out the 

Religious leaders of the day and calling them a brood of Vipers (and he may actually be 
insulting the snakes). 

 
 But, let’s remember what this transition is all about:  The “Old” system (meaning the Old 

Covenant) was a works-based system that depended upon man’s faithfulness. 
  

 Jesus was coming to bring a new system – a system based upon God’s faithfulness.  A system 
coming that would fulfill Isaiah 61’s prophecy:  Isa 61:1-2a The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon 
me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent 
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD,  

 
 See, since they thought that because they were children of Abraham they were fine, John 

warns them that any kind of Good works were of no use.  Works of any kind are of no value 
with regards to salvation in the New Testament. 
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 Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

 
 Yet, of the idea of not bearing fruit…this is what Jesus says: Joh 15:5, 8 I am the vine, ye are 

the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 
without me ye can do nothing. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall 
ye be my disciples. 

 
>> John continues…  << 

 
Mat 3:11-12 I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and 
with fire:  12 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat 
into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
 
 After Jesus came, died, rose and then ascended into Heaven, the baptism of the Holy Ghost 

came available…it is the empowerment to live out the Christian life without fear…enabling us 
to do the ministry that God has called us to: 

 
 Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 

 
 2Ti 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 

mind. 
 

 Joh 14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 
also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 

 
 

IV. The One to Come 
 
Mat 3:13-17 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.  14 But 
John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?  15 And Jesus 
answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. 
Then he suffered him.  16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: 
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, 
and lighting upon him:  17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased”. 
 
A. Christ’s Righteousness 
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 Why did Jesus need to be baptized? Jesus said that He must fulfill all righteousness 

implying that it was necessary for the plan of God, but why? 
 

 righteousness is the standard that a man must attain to be acceptable to God.  Jer 23:6 In 
his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

 
 2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 

be made the righteousness of God in him. 
 

 Isaiah 53:11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

 
B. The Trinity 

 
 The heavens were opened: It was important for God the Father to publicly demonstrate 

that Jesus' baptism was not just like anyone else's, it was not a display of repentance, but 
instead it was a righteous identification with sinners, motivated by love, was well pleasing 
to the Father. 
 

 The Spirit of God descending like a dove: Significantly, this is an occasion when the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit are all manifested at the same time.  People who deny the 
Trinity have a hard time explaining this event. 
 

 “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”: it was a fulfillment of prophecy as 
much as a statement to the people: Isa 53:10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; 

 
 

V. Conclusion 
 
 Jeremiah 9:23-24 
 


